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DETAILED ACTION 

Receipt is acknowledged of the preliminary amendment and IDS, filed on 
9/9/2003, the IDS, filed on 10/3/2003, and the IDS, filed on 2/23/2004, all of which have 
been entered in the file. A reference on the IDS, filed on 2/23/2004, has been lined 
through, since no copy of this reference was provided. Claims 46-95 are pending. 

Claim Objections 

1 . Claim 68 is objected to because of the following informalities: Claim 68, line 2: 
"the Internet" lacks proper antecedent basis. Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

3. Claims 46, 48-53, 56-67, and 70-95 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Combaluzier (WO 95/35534, cited by applicant) in view of Kitagawa 
et al (US 6,032,857, cited by applicant). 

Combaluzier teaches a system, method, and computer program including a card 
(3) adapted to be inserted into a card reader/computer device (control housing 1) that 
communicates with another device (an electrical apparatus, for example, radios, 
electrical communication apparatus with station search, digital telephone networks, bar 
code readers, see page 8, lines 13-21), the card comprising: selectable indicia (14) on a 
surface of the card, a storage device (chip 18) storing data associated with the indicia 
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wherein selection of one of the indicia while the card is inserted into the reader causes 
accessing of the corresponding data in the card, the system necessarily includes a card 
customizing apparatus for customizing the card (for example: an apparatus at the place 
of manufacture of the card), the card customizing apparatus comprising a processor for 
handling the first and second information, the processor being configured to write the 
data into the memory of the card (the information is written at the time of manufacture of 
the card), wherein the card storing the data is printed by a writer device connected to 
the card customizing apparatus (the indicium 14 is printed on the card at the time of 
manufacture), wherein the card reader obtains the selected information dependent upon 
selection of the indicium (when the user presses one of the keys 13) and sends the 
second information to the other device, the card reader includes a processor (9) for 
obtaining the data from the storage device on the card (see figures 1 , 2, 5-9, page 3 line 
26 - page 4 line 21, page 5 lines 1-7, page 6 line 14 - page 9 line 27). 

Combaluzier fails to specifically teach the card reader communicating with a 
computer device, storing memory references relating to an external memory device, 
accessing of the memory references causes accessing of corresponding data/service 
stored in the external memory device using the memory reference, wherein the 
computer device receives the selected memory reference from the card via the card 
reader and communicates with the external memory device over a communication 
network using the selected memory reference to access dependent upon a selected 
indicium the corresponding data, wherein the external memory device is a server, the 
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memory references being associated with corresponding web pages, the memory 
references being URL's, the memory references being telephone numbers. 

Kitagawa et al teaches a system and method including a card (10) adapted for 
insertion into a card reader that communicates with a computer device (for example: 
electronic wallet 31 , personal computer 32, or telephone 34), the card comprising a 
memory (103) storing memory references (for example: telephone numbers or network 
addresses) relating to an external memory device, wherein accessing the memory 
references causes accessing of corresponding data/services stored in the external 
memory device using the memory reference, a processor (for example: a processor of a 
store's POS terminal) configured to write the memory references into the storage device 
of the card, wherein the computer device receives the selected memory reference from 
the card via the card reader and communicates with the external memory device over a 
communication network (7) using the selected memory reference to access the 
corresponding data/services, wherein the external memory device is a server (in that 
the external memory device serves information to the users), the memory references 
being associated with corresponding web pages (network addresses), the memory 
references being URL's (network addresses), the memory references being telephone 
numbers (see figures 1-3, 7, 8, column 1 lines 36-44, 54-60, column 2 lines 21-30, 42- 
52, column 3 line 43 - column 4 line 64, column 6 line 61 - column 7 line 4, column 7 
lines 30-35, column 8 lines 3-43, and column 10 lines 1-32). 

In view of Kitagawa et al's teachings, it would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to include, with the system and 
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method as taught by Combaluzier, the card reader communicating with a computer 
device, storing memory references relating to an external memory device, accessing of 
the memory references causes accessing of corresponding data/service stored in the 
external memory device using the memory reference, wherein the computer device 
receives the selected memory reference from the card via the card reader and 
communicates with the external memory device over a communication network using 
the selected memory reference to access dependent upon a selected indicium the 
corresponding data, wherein the external memory device is a server, the memory 
references being associated with corresponding web pages, the memory references 
being URL's, the memory references being telephone numbers, in order to provide large 
amounts of information to the user while using a minimum amount of memory on the 
card (see column 8 lines 19-43 of Kitagawa et al). 

4. Claim 47 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) as being unpatentable over 
Combaluzier as modified by Kitagawa et al as applied to claim 46 above, and further in 
view of Masuzawa et al (US 5,015,830, cited by applicant). 

Combaluzier as modified by Kitagawa et al fails to specifically teach the first 
information and the second information being inputted from a keyboard. 

Masuzawa et al teaches the use of a keyboard (21 ) for inputting data to be 
written to a card (50) (see figures 1 , 5, 6, column 1 lines 1 1-20, and column 5 lines 21- 
30). 

In view of Masuzawa et al's teachings, it would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to include, with the system as taught 
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by Combaluzier as modified by Kitagawa et al, the first information and the second 
information being inputted from a keyboard, in order to utilize a simple and well 
established means/method of entering data to be stored in a card. 
5. Claim 54, 55, 68, and 69 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) as being 
unpatentable over Combaluzier as modified by Kitagawa et al and further in view of 
Cohn et al (US 6,308,202 B1, cited by applicant). 

The teachings of Combaluzier as modified by Kitagawa et al have been 
discussed above. Combaluzier also teaches the card reader having a transparent touch 
sensitive membrane (the keys 13 are made of a touch sensitive membrane) through 
which a plurality of indicia (14) of an inserted card (3) are visible (see figures 1, 2, 5-9, 
page 3 line 26 - page 4 line 21, page 5 lines 1-7, page 6 line 14 - page 9 line 27). 

Combaluzier as modified by Kitagawa et al fails to specifically teach the 
computer device being a set top box having an application to provide a service, the 
application being loaded on the set top box, and a display that displays a web page. 

Cohn et al teaches a control unit (28) that communicates with a computer device 
(22), the control unit sending information to the computer device, the computer device 
receiving the information from the control unit and using the information to obtain a 
service via a communication line/computer network (32, 34, 10) from an external site (a 
site connected to the Internet 10), wherein the computer device is a set top box having 
an application to provide the service, the application being loaded on the set top box, 
the set top box is connected to the Internet (10), a display (24) that displays a web page 
(see figures 1-3, column 3 line 17 - column 4 line 31). 
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In view of Cohn et al's teachings, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary 
skill in the art at the time of the invention to include, with the system as taught by 
Combaluzier as modified by Kitagawa et al, the computer device being a set top box 
having an application to provide a service, the application being loaded on the set top 
box, and a display that displays a web page, in order to provide the ability to use the 
card reader to control a set-top box, in addition to the computer devices as taught by 
Combaluzier as modified by Kitagawa et al, thereby increasing the 
versatility/functionality of the system. 

Conclusion 

6. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Kono (US 6,628,509) teaches a card having selectable indicia 
and card reader having a transparent touch sensitive membrane overlying a card that 
has been inserted into the reader. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jared J. Fureman whose telephone number is (571 ) 
272-2391 . The examiner can normally be reached on 7:00 am - 4:30 PM M-T, and 
every other Friday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Michael G. Lee can be reached on (571 ) 272-2398. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

Jared J. Fureman 

Examiner 

Art Unit 2876 

May 1,2004 



